










 



 



 



 2019 

 Shane Clark  Carlton Edwards III  

 Jasmine Flora   Alisha Rabaca 

 Andrea Robichaud   Chase Szoke  

 2017  Dyonn Dingman   Diego Luis Ignacio  

 2016 
 Kathleen Arevalo  Roy Balacanao, Jr 
 Joan Rose Peña    

 2015 
 Denise Daquilanea   Severina Lowder  
 Angelica Robichaud    

 2014  Jonathan Jacobsen     

 2013 

 Darryl Arevalo  Justine Flora  

 Khoi Nguyen  Michael Sanchez      

 Shannin Scott    

 2012 
 Elaiza Apan   Kirkwood Bautista  

 Nicole Daquilanea  Douglas Miguel Tupas 

 2011 

 Christine Arroyo  Karen Magsino 

 Nicole Phillips         Nicholas Roberts             

 Joseph Szoke III  Nicole Victoria 

 Andrew Whitmire    

 2010 

 Paul Adcock  Nicole Anderson       

 Fides Elamparo  Steven Do   

 Sean C.A. Tupas     

 2009  Jessamine Cuaresma  Jeffrey Noble 

 2008 
 Butch Deo Elamparo  Christian Ysmael Tupas 
 Mark Allen Viray    

 2007  Raquel Bagnal  Michelle Peña 

 2006 

 Aileen Leigh Alon  Jasper Lim  

 Christian Elamparo  Marianne Magapan 

 Fay Manapat    

 2005  Justin Anderson    

2004 

 Danielle Glenn  Amanda Goyeneche 

 Michaela Kenworthy  Michael McNulty 

 Judith Peña    

2003  Raymund Elamparo    

 Laurence Lafuente   

 

 2018 

 

  Taryn Clark  Brandon Edwards  

  Ashley Rabaca  Julia Szoke  

 2020  Casey Funderburk  Joy Mangaccat 

 2021  Emily Collins  Lara Tijing 











 
 

 

  

 1991-1992 1992-1993  1993-1994 1994-1995              1995-1996 1996-1997 

President   Eva Rigney  Minnie Wheedleton  Minnie Wheedleton   Helen Alon   Helen Alon   Helen Alon 
1st Vice- 
President   Susana Pasicatan   Helen Alon   Sally Ellis   Sally Ellis   Sally Ellis   Ernest Ellis 

2nd Vice- 
President   Minnie Wheedleton   Randy Collado   Grace Collins   Grace Collins   Grace Collins   Tessie Kenerson 

Secretary 

  Helen Alon  
  (7/91—2/92) 
  Edith Barker  
  (3/92—6/92) 

  Sally Ellis   Judy Salvador   Judy Salvador   Judy Salvador   DeeDee Stewart 

Treasurer   Remie Sarmiento 

  Remie Sarmiento  
  (July—Dec. 1992) 
  Tessie Kenerson 
  (Jan.-June. 1993) 

  Polly Pearson   Mark Yutani 
  Mark Yutani  
  (July-Dec. 1995) 
  Wilfred Jeffcoat  
  (Jan.-June. 1996) 

  Wilfred Jeffcoat 

Assistant 
Secretary     Gloria Yutani   Eugenia Panela   Leah Cuaresma   Maria Aiken 

Assistant 
Treasurer     Marvin Noble 

  Jerome  
  Robinette 

  Wilfred Jeffcoat (July—Dec. 1995) 
  Naty Akana  (Jan—June 1996)   Leah Cuaresma 

Board  
Member   Grace Collins   Marvin Noble   Nel Fernandez   Linda Brown   Frederick Balangue   Frederick Balangue 

Board  
Member   Cindy Tefft   Dom Perez   Dom Perez   Leah Cuaresma   Linda Brown   Linda Brown 

Board  
Member 

  Jun David  
  (7/91—2/92) 

  Tessie DeCastro 
   (1992)           

  David Tefft   Wilfred Jeffcoat   Tessie Kenerson   Peter Liunoras 

Board  
Member 

  Dom Perez  
  (2/92—6/92) 

  Polly Pearson  
  (1993)    Tessie Kenerson   Polly Pearson   Marie Salvador 

Board  
Member      Polly Pearson   Larry Smith   Bill Simmons 



     1997-1999      1999-2001      2001-2003     2003-2005     2005-2007 2007-2009 
President   Nieves McNulty   Nieves McNulty   Peter Liunoras   Grace Collins   Alan Geoghegan   Alan Geoghegan 
1st Vice- 
President   Peter Liunoras   Grace Collins   Tessie DeCastro   Alan Geoghegan   Alan Matienzo   Sally Ellis 

2nd Vice- 
President   Ofelia Milligan   Bill Simmons   Tessie Kenerson   Julieta Iglesias   Mario Viray   George McNulty 

Secretary   Eloisa De Castro   Eloisa De Castro   Marj Peña   Marj Peña   Odess Brinkman   Shirley McGuinness 
Treasurer   Imelda Go   Jon Glenn   George McNulty   George McNulty   George McNulty   Myrna Whitmire 

Assistant 
Secretary 

  Chari Bagnal 
  (7/97—8/98) 
  Racquel Dizon  
  (9/98—6/99) 

  Edith Alston   Lulu Anderson   Amy Charles   Edith Alston 
  Albert Taylor  
  (7/07—3/08) 
  Carmelisa Edwards  
  (4//08—6/09) 

Assistant 
Treasurer   Rowena Arroyo   Joy Clark   Polly Pearson   Daniel Adcock   Daniel Adcock   Odess Brinkman 

Board  
Member   Edith Alston   Helen Alon   Ruben Bagnal   Merlyn Bajamunde   Galen Manapat   Leah Cuaresma 
Board  

Member   Patrick Baens   Patrick Baens   Rudy Dizon   Rudy Dizon   Keith Seymour   Cecilia Jacobsen 
Board  

Member   Manny Cuaresma   Frederick Balangue   Hector Galang   Charles Goyeneche   Precy Walker   Tessie Kenerson 
Board  

Member   Ernest Ellis   Tessie Kenerson   Diane Phillips   Jojo Goyeneche   Cecille Wessinger   Mario Viray 

Board  
Member   Marie Salvador 

  Roger Lawsin  
  (7/99—6/00) 

  Ruben Bagnal 
  (7/00—6/01) 

  Alan Geoghegan   Rex Santos   Bernadette Yavis 
  Precy Walker 
  (7/07—3/08) 
  Bernadette Yavis 
  (4//08—6/09) 



   2009-2011   2011-2013 
President   Marj Peña   Marj Peña 
1st Vice- 
President   Cecilia Jacobsen   Carmelisa Edwards 
2nd Vice- 
President   Carmelisa Edwards   Grace Balanquit 

Secretary   Shirley McGuinness   Odess Brinkman 

Treasurer   Nieves McNulty   Nieves McNulty 
Assistant 
Secretary   Maribel Tijing   Faye Colley 
Assistant 
Treasurer   Wyda Viray   Maribel Tijing 

Board  
Member   Daniel Adcock   Carlos Arevalo 
Board  

Member   Grace Balanquit   Grace Collins 
Board  

Member   Grace Collins   Rio Daquilanea 

Board  
Member   Jojo Flora   Peter Liunoras 

Board  
Member   Cecilia Geoghegan   Francisco Rances 

  2013-2015 

  Cecilia Jacobsen 

  Faye Colley 

  Eric Sosa 

  Jocelyn Locke 

  Priscilla Ramirez 

  Sheena Shearer 

  Miriam Eschenfelder 

  Edith Alston 

  Carlos Arevalo 

  Tess Hill 

  Francisco Rances 
  (7/13—6/14) 
  Peter Liunoras 
  (7/14—6/15) 

  Alma Robichaud 

  2015-2017 

  Cecilia Jacobsen 

  Tess Hill 

  Alan Matienzo 

  Reyna Funderburk 

  Miriam Eschenfelder 

  Doris Matos 

  Anna Temples 

  Carlos Arevalo 

  Al Cockerel 

  Glenn De Guzman 

  Peter Liunoras 

  James Orlick 

FAAGC  OATH  OF  OFFICE     
 
 

I,        (name)       , having been duly 
elected as        (position      )                             

 of the Filipino-American  
Association of Greater Columbia,  
do solemnly pledge and swear: 

THAT I will discharge the duties and 
responsibilities of my office to the 
best of my knowledge and ability; 

THAT I will obey the  
By-laws of the organization; 

SEE to it that every member is in 
good harmony and understanding;  

AND, as a faithful instrument of the  
Association, I shall carry this  

obligation without mental               
reservation.    

So help me God. 



 
    2017-2019    2019-2021  # 2021-2022 

President   Gina Castaneda   Gina Castaneda 
1st Vice- 
President   Reyna Funderburk   Reyna Funderburk 
2nd Vice- 
President   Maribel Tijing   Joseph Szoke 

Secretary   Teresa Ziegler 
  Angelica (Clover)    
  Robichaud      

Treasurer   Tess Hill   Priscila Ramirez 

Assistant 
Secretary   Emily Cheney 

  Emee Jennings 
  (7/19—3/20) 
  Jadith Carswell 
  (6/20—6/21) 

Assistant 
Treasurer   Alan Matienzo   Evelyn Liester 

Board  
Member   Judy Berends 

  Jadith Carswell    
  (7/19—6/20) 
  Chrissy Hopkins 
  (6/20—6/21) 

Board  
Member   Eric (Buddy) Burke   Grace Collins 
Board  

Member   Joy Clark   Mya De Leon 

Board  
Member 

  Jason Eberhardt 
  (7/17—9/18) 
  Peter Liunoras 
  (10/18—6/19) 

  Nina Hornick 

Board  
Member   Joseph Szoke 

  Rick Shoestock 
  (7/19—1/21) 
  Ulises Chavez 
  (3/21—6/21) 

  Gina Castaneda 

2022-2024  

  Reyna Funderburk 

  Elen Callahan 

  Celyn Szoke 

  Daisy May Quintana 

  Nancy Graves 

  Florencia (Flo) Baker 

  Janet Smith 

  Marylou Abalo 

  Ranjel Asis 

  Vincent Atos 

  Deborah Norris 

  Alma Robichaud 

  Reyna Funderburk 

  Joseph Szoke 

  Angelica (Clover) 
  Robichaud     
  Priscila Ramirez 

  Jadith Carswell 

  Evelyn Liester 

  Ulises Chavez 

  Grace Collins 

  Mya De Leon 

  Chrissy Hopkins 

  Nina Hornick 











FAAGC  
First   
Inaugural 
Gala 1991 

FAAGC First Inaugural Gala 1991 

Helen Alon   
FAAGC President 1994-1997 

NOEL  &  HELEN  ALON 
Lifetime Sustaining Charter Members 

( AJ, Aileen, Sophie ) 







Congratulations to 
Filipino American Association of Greater ColumbiaFilipino American Association of Greater ColumbiaFilipino American Association of Greater ColumbiaFilipino American Association of Greater Columbia 

for 30 years of building community! 
Looking forward to your continued successes 

in the upcoming year. 





















































































Dec. 4,  
1993 >>> 
 
 
 
 
FAAGC 
Bahay 
Kubo  
at the 
Carolina 
Carillon 
Holiday 
Parade 
 
 
 
Dec. 1, 
2018 >>> 







[Editor’s note: The following article, reprinted here 

verbatim for its FAAGC historical perspective, 

appeared in the October 1, 1991 issue (Vol. 1, No. 

7, page 5) of MabuhayMabuhayMabuhayMabuhay, the Columbia Fil-Am 

official newsletter then and the forerunner of the 

Fil-Am Bulletin. ] 

  Blast From The Past  . . .  30 Years Ago  . . .  (First FAAGC Gala ~~~ Sept. 7, 1991) 

T T T T H E    H E    H E    H E    F F F F I R S T    I R S T    I R S T    I R S T    I I I I N A U G U R A L    N A U G U R A L    N A U G U R A L    N A U G U R A L    B B B B A L LA L LA L LA L L 

by Susana B. Pasicatan 

Looking back at . . . 

Indeed: September 7, 1991 
at The Marriott–Downtown 
Columbia was a memorable 
event.  For the first time, the 
Filipino-American Associa-
tion of Greater Columbia, 
S.C., was officially recog-
nized, with its officers in-
ducted in a gala affair.   
     The evening was ushered in 
with an aura of excited expec-
tancy. Present early were the 
officers, ushers and usherettes, 
who made last minute checks 
to insure everything was in 
order.  
     Pat, our official photogra-
pher from Lancelot Studios, 
remarked that, had she known 
there would be many lovely 
and good-looking Filipinos, 
she could have brought her 
backgrounds to capture in por-
traits the loveliness around.  
     The guests arrived, exceed-
ing the number we anticipated.  
In the maze of this predica-
ment, the officers, notably the 
president, made quick negotia-
tions with hotel personnel for 
additional table settings to 
accommodate everyone.  
     Fr. Max Saldua then gave 
the Invocation and dinner fol-
lowed, with some musical 
entertainment in the back-
ground.  Notable were Romel 
Lacson in his resonant tenor 
singing “Minamahal Kita,” 
and Cindy Tefft in her melo-
dious voice in “Anything for 
You.”  With her evocative 
style, Eva Rigney certainly 
reawakened “ghosts” of past 
and current loves with her 
rendition of “Unchained Mel-
ody.”  Not to be outdone were 
volunteers from the audience:  
Zeny Lazaro, Edie Sebastian 
and Rudy Arbis.  
     The program officially be-
gan with Romel Lacson lead-

ing the singing of the Philip-
pine and American national 
anthems, invoking the duality 
in some of us.  The President, 
Eva Rigney, then gave her 
opening remarks, welcoming 
everybody and stressing the 
need for unity.  This was fol-
lowed by the induction of offi-
cers by our legal counsel, 
David E. Rigney.  In carefully 
worded phrases, he reminded 
the officers of their duties and 
obligations to the Association.  
Cindy Tefft this time sang the 
Visayan song “Walay Angay.”  
On the piano was Lorna de 
Guzman exhibiting her dex-
terity; impromptu or re-
hearsed, she can accompany 
just as well.  
     In her fabulous costume, 
Lily Ragsdale performed the 
pangalay dance.  The Asukal 
quartet held its own in har-
mony, singing original compo-
sitions stressing themes of 
social equality, friendship and 
cooperation. Remy Sarmiento 
briefly introduced our guest 
speaker, retired Lt. Gen. 
Charles W. Bagnal.  Appro-
priately given a standing ova-
tion, he showed depth of un-
derstanding about Asian cul-
ture, including our own.  
Mostly, for promoting Filipino 
American relationship, we 
salute him.    
     Now, the hit of the evening 
— the tinikling dance.  Our 
hats off to the remarkable 
dancers: Al Pasicatan, Cindy 
Tefft,  Roger Lacson, and 
Michelle Pasicatan.  Special 
recognition is given to the 
dance director — Eva Rigney, 
and to the bamboo clickers — 
Carrie, Winslow, Eva and 
Susan, for taking good care of 
those ankles.  A choral group 
from Charleston then enter-

tained us with their medley of 
traditional Filipino folk songs; 
we do thank them for joining 
us.  Lastly, Jun David gave 
the closing remarks, thanking 
all those present.  
     Our  emcee,  Minnie 
Wheedleton, announced the 
opening of the dance – to the 
delight of many.   Leroy 
Anderson and his partner 
were the DJs providing the 
music; the Association would 
like to thank them for their 
generosity. As dancing pro-
gressed to different beats, the 
amplifier malfunctioned. Un-
daunted, dancers continued on 
with a back-up boom-box and 
our own talented singers 
(George David, Romel 
Lacson, and Asukal) contrib-
uting their share.   Lily 
Ragsdale performed two more 
dances (a Spanish dance and 
the snake dance.)  
     On the whole, it was a suc-
cessful affair and those who 
attended had a grand time!  
Our youth for the most part 
danced to the last music and 
reluctantly called the evening 
off.    

FEEDBACK 
     A sequel to the inaugural 
ball was our general monthly 
meeting the day after the 
event.  Part of the agenda was  
to gather feedback, positive or 
otherwise, about the affair.  
We can’t over-emphasize the 
positives as already men-
tioned. On the other hand, 
among the other comments 
were the following:  the pro-
gram was quite long, the delay 
in starting the dinner and the 
program, the need for more 
dancing time.   
     In response the Association 
will try to trim the program as 
essentially allowable to give  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
time for more dancing.  The 
emphasis, however, is to inject 
Filipino art, dances, other cus-
toms and tradition as we see 
fit.  
    The delay in starting dinner 
and the program was an off-
shoot of the overwhelming last
-minute response of our  
guests.  As the day of the 
event loomed, the number of 
paid tickets was a little short 
of the hotel’s minimal require-
ment for an affair like ours.  
To encourage more members 
and guests to come, ticket 
sales continued until the day 
of the ball.  We apologize for 
the delay and appreciate the 
patience and understanding 
given.  We also would like to 
thank the last-minute guests; 
we’re glad they came.  We 
will try to set deadline for 
ticket sales as situation and 
needs dictate.  
      On the side was a sugges-
tion of asking a flat rate for 
everybody.  It is the Associa-
tion’s stand, strongly encour-
aged by the president, to con-
sider certain special situations 
where we will make room for 
some flexibility and adjust-
ments. We like to assume the 
position to include everybody 
as practically feasible.  
     As the saying goes, for the 
Inaugural Ball, “All’s well that 
ends well.”  We would like to 
see you all again in our up-
coming functions.                  ◙ 







RON ALD MC











Easter Event & Election of FAAGC Officers Easter Event & Election of FAAGC Officers Easter Event & Election of FAAGC Officers Easter Event & Election of FAAGC Officers ————    April 17, 2022April 17, 2022April 17, 2022April 17, 2022    



President 




